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WHATôS AHEAD FOR 2010 - - 
 Well, VCEP had a very busy 2009 - - what with all of the work getting the Veterans Museum ready for 

opening on May 25th and all of the various ceremonies we conducted during the year.  The museum - - while 

only open on weekends, for special tours, and during Deltona Days Week - - has hosted over 2100 visitors.  

From the comments we have received, most everyone has been pleased with our efforts.  Our Member Organi-

zations and Associate Members have provided support for most of our commemorative programs - - and that 

support has been greatly appreciated, but we still need a lot of help with the Museum in the form of volunteer 

Docents - - you know, the folks who you see in any museum who are there to assist visitors.  As I am writing 

this article we have only ten (10) volunteer Docents - - and most of the time that the Museum is open either 

Museum Director John Masiarczyk, Peter Behnke or yours truly are on Museum Duty - - and that has to 

change.  So, we have scheduled volunteer Docent Training for 10:00 AM on Saturday, January 16th, and are 

praying that you will show up. 

 As we all look  forward to a little rest after the holidays and ponder what the  future will  be like in 2010, 

let me tell you a little about our goals for VCEP and our Veterans Community.  My primary goal is, as one can 

surmise from the first paragraph, is to increase volunteer staffing for the Museum.  A close second is to better 

promote VCEP events, school tours of the Museum, and more involvement be everyone in all activities at Del-

tona Veterans Memorial Park and Museum.  We also need to better organize our fundraising efforts.  Your in-

put on how to go about meeting these goals would be very much appreciated. 

                Sincerely, 

                Marion L. ñMickò Cotten, MAJ, USMC (Retôd) 

                Chairman 

SOME ñSNIPERò FACTS - - 
 Hiram Berdan (North) and Robert E. Lee (South) were the first 

in history to set up units of designated marksmen or sharpshooters - 

- during the Civil War.  The name ñsniperò was first used in the 

19th century during the British occupation of India.  ñGhillie Suitsò 

were developed by Scottish game wardens during the 19th century 

to aid in catching poachers.  The Germans were the first to use specially trained snipers during WW I.  The 

Russians were the first to use two-man sniper teams.  Hisketh Pritchard started the first Allied Sniper School 

during WW I - - and trained British and American snipers in the UK.  During WW II Finish sniper Simo 

Hayha had over 500 confirmed kills (CKôs) - - the most ever recorded.  The U.S. Armyôs top sniper in Viet-

nam was Adelbert Waldron III with 109 CKôs, the Marine Corpôs best was Carlos Hathcock with 93 CKôs, and 

the U.S. Navyôs Gary J. Brown had 17 CKôs.  The top sniper in Operation Desert Storm with 15 CKôs was 

Frank Grieci, U.S.M.C.  The best estimate as to the average amount of rounds expended by the U.S. Army per 

kill in Vietnam is 200,000 - - while the average rounds per kill for Army snipers was 1.3.  The first U.S. Army 

Sniper School (USASS) was set up in 1954-55 (Korean Conflict) - - the current USASS was established in 

1987.   The rifle pictured above is an M40A3 - - the model currently used by the U.S.M.C. 

NOTE:  The above information was obtained from swipnet.se and other websites. 

THE SCUTTLEBUTT is the newsletter of the Veterans Community Education Partnership For West Volusia, Inc. 

(VCEP), and is published quarterly: January, April, July, and October.   A current issue of THE SCUTTLEBUTT can 

be found at the VCEP Web Site: http://www.vcepinc.org/.     Opinions expressed by writers are their own, and may not 

express the official positions of the VCEP. 



THE SCUTTLEBUTT  PAGE 2             JANUARY-MARCH, 2010 

 

VIETNAM AREA MEMORIAL - - 
      The  VCEP Board of Directors and the City of 

Deltona Parks & Recreation Department Veterans 

Park Work Crews have been hard at work on our 

ñWall of Honorò at the Vietnam Section of our 

Veterans Memorial Park. 

      Our thanks to John Thomas and his crew for 

the fine work on the block wall.  A special thanks 

also to our City Parks & Recreation Dept for the 

grounds work and sprinkler system installation.   

The sod work and clean-up was done thanks to 

Don, George, Mick, John, Frank & Pete.  A new 

picture of our progress is shown here and we hope 

everyone will help with the necessary next steps to finish this project. Funding for the Granite and the tile inset 

of the Vietnam Ribbon will be next. An application for this tribute is on the VCEP Website 

(www.vcepinc.org) as part of our October-December, 2009 issue.  Stop, look, lend a hand or contribute!   

We should all share in this worthy project for our Vietnam Vets. 

DO YOU KNOW??? - - 
     1.  Which of our members just got a degree from 

 U.C.F.? 

      2.  The ñTop Sniperò in WWII?        

 3.  The maximum range of  the ñCobraò helicopter  d i s-

  played in  Deltona  Veterans Park? 

      4.   The number of American Service members killed in 

  action (KIA) in the Korean War?  

 5. Which Branch of the service did actor and comedian

   ñMickey Rooneyò serve in WWII?    

 6.   What is a mess kit used for? 

 7. How many members of our City Commission served in the Military? 

 8. The number of visitors to our  Museum since opening in May, 2009? 

 9. What was the first ñBranch of Serviceò  recognized by Congress?   

 10. Who was the ñtoyò  G.I. Joe named after and why? 

These and many more questions can be answered by a visit to our Veterans Museum & Park.  Please stop by 

and bring a friend - - and enjoy the many items on display.  The first person to correctly answer all ten (10) of 

the above questions will be rewarded with a Park & Museum Ball Cap!  Just register, in writing, your answers 

with a Museum Volunteer! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - - 

 Now that our Veterans Museum is up and running we are in need of additional volunteers to act as Docents 

when the museum is open to the public.  The museum is open to the public every Saturday (11 AM - 4 PM) 

and Sunday (1 PM - 4 PM).  We  also are open for special tours as scheduled.  Please call the museum (386-

789-8247), or contact either VCEP Chairman Mick Cotten (386-960-5425) or Museum Director John Masi-

arczyk (386-299-2896) to arrange for a relatively short Docent Training Session.  THE NEXT SCHEDULED 

SESSION TO BE HELD ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 16th at 10:00 AM hours at the Museum!! 


